
Legislative Alert
Bill to Require Lifejackets for All Swimmers in Non-Pool Swim Areas.
The Massachusetts Camping Association supports the safety of children in camps and works with the MA Department of Public Health on regulations that govern licensed camps in MA.  We also monitor legislative issues.   One of the bills we have been following recently passed through the Senate and has been referred to the House Ways and Means Committee.   The bill, “An Act to Improve Water Safety for Children in the Commonwealth” (Senate bill 2075) would require all camps to have a lifejacket for every minor that is present in a non-pool swimming area.   You may wish to read the exact language of the bill here. 
The bill is a result of a tragic drowning at a Municipal Camp in 2007.  We support child protection and safety issues, but are unsure of the practicality of the bill as written – specifically regarding whether it could be implemented properly.   We are also concerned about unintended consequences of the requirements, such as expanding to encompass swimming areas.     There is no question that lifejackets are necessary and needed in boats, but some research may be required to determine whether the approach in Senate bill 2075 is necessary, appropriate and would actually improve child safety.   
We will be reaching out to members of the House and Senate to provide information and perhaps language that might assist them in creating a bill that can be implemented and regulated.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are currently drafting sample letters and shortly will be asking camps to send letters of support to their legislators.    The MCA Legislative committee is also working with our Lobbyist to set up meetings with key legislators on this important legislation.  Stay Tuned. 
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